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THREE  NEW  CENTERS  LAUNCHED 

Helena  —  New  Centers 
have  been  established  in 
Miles  City,  St.  Xavier  and 
Glendive,  funded  under  Title 
III  of  the  Older  Americans  Act 
of  1965,  by  the  Montana  Com- 
mission on  Aging. 

This  brings  the  total  of  Sen- 
ior Citizen  Centers  to  23. 

During  this  year  the  Com- 
mission plans  to  open  a  num- 
VISTA  WORKERS  (left  to  right)  John  Wilkinson,  Robin  Hatch,  ber  of  other  centers  in  small 
Barbara  Wilkinson  (seated).  Dick  Bourke,  Roye  Bourke,  Lyle  towns.  The  mini-centers  are 
Downing,  Commission  on  Aging  Director  (seated),  Kathleen  proving  to  be  highly  success- 
Selz  (seated),  Bryant  Hatch,  David  Katz,  (front),  George  Cleva.  r  i 
See  story  on  page  three. 


State  Reorganization    Gets  Aging  Approval 


Although  legislation  to  re- 
organize the  Executive  De- 
partment of  Montana  State 
Government,  has  met  some 
opposition,  there  seems  to  be 
accord  among  three  agencies 
which  will  be  consolidated  if 
the  measure  is  enacted  into 
law. 


Under  the  provisions  of  the 
proposed  reorganization  plan, 
the  Commission  on  Aging, 
established  as  a  statutory 
agency  in  1965,  will  be  abol- 
ished and  its  functions  will 
be  transferred  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  Social  and  Rehabili- 
tation Services.  The  other  two 
agencies  which,  at  a  recent 


public  hearing,  voiced  ap- 
proval of  the  consolidation, 
were  the  State  Department  of 
Public  Welfare  and  the  Divi- 
sion of  Vocational  Rehabilita- 
tion. 

Also  involved  in  the  con- 
solidation is  the  Montana 
Council  on  Human  Resources, 

Please  turn  to  page  five 
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MONTANA  SENIOR 
CITIZEN  CENTERS 

Walter  Zinunerman,  Director 
Recreation  Department-City  of  Billings 
Senior  Citizens  Multi-Purpose  Center 
13  North  29th  Street 
Billings,  Montana  59101 

James  Todd,  Director 

Great  Falls  Senior  Citizens  Center 

318  Central  Avenue 

Great  Falls,  Montana  59401 

W.   E.  "Bill"  Sherman 

Kathleen  Walford  Senior  Citizens  Center 

424   Higgins   Avenue 

Missoula,   Montana  59801 

Earle  J.  Tucker,  Director 

Helena  Senior  Centers 

1421    Roberts  Street — 21    North  Main  Street 

Helena,  Montana  59601 

Marie  Bradley,   Director 

Butte   Silver  Bow  Senior  Activity  Center 

405  West  Park   Street 

Butte,   Montana   59034 

Frank  Bolton,  Director 
Flathead  Senior  Citizens  Center 
Main  and  First   Streets 
Kalispell,  Montana  59901 

Dan  Lopp,  Deputy  Director 

Mineral  County  Senior  Citizens  Centers 

Alberton  Montana 

Superior  Montana 

St.  Regis  Montana 

508  Toole 

Missoula  Montana  59801 

Senior  Citizens  Center 

V.F.V/.  Hall 

Townsend,  Montana    59644 

Mrs.  Sallie  M.  Brutto  Coordinator 
The   Senior  Center  ol  Hamilton 
O'Hara  House 
109  South  Fourth  Street 
Hamilton  Montana  59840 

Jean  Foster,  Manager 

Park  County  Senior  Citizens  Center 

206  South  Main 

Livingston  Montana   59047 

Hugh  Simanlon  Director 
Malta  Senior   Citizens   Center 
206  South  Second  Avenue  East 
Malta  Montana  59538 

Kenneth  K.   Baldwin,  Director 

Bozeman   Senior  Social  Center  Incorporated 

37  East  Main 

Bozeman  Montana  59715 

Mrs.  Edna  Walker,  Director 

Big  Horn  County  Senior  Citizens   Association 

518  Center  Avenue 

Hardin  Montana  59034 

Allen  Damall,  President 
Sidney  Senior  Citizens  Center 
101  3  South  East 
Sidney,  Montana  59270 
Grace  E.  Henderson,  Director 
Libby  Senior  Citizens  Association 
Moose  Hall — California   Ave. 
Libby,  Mt.    59923 


Director  i 
Report 


Senator  Harrison  A.  Wil- 
liams, D-N.J.,  called  our  atten- 
tion to  a  report  of  the  Senate 
Special  Committee  on  Aging 
on  "Economics  of  Aging." 
Summarizing  briefly,  the  re- 
port states: 

"Poverty  increased  among 
65  plus  Americans  by  200,000 
between  1968  and  1969,  and 
by  12,000  for  those  from  ages 
60  to  64.  For  all  other  age 
groups  poverty  declined  by 
1.2  million. 

Older  Americans  are  twice 
as  liable  as  young  persons  to 
be  poor.  4.8  million  65-plus 
individuals  were  living  in  pov- 
erty in  1969. 

The  report,  which  was  pub- 
lished in  the  Congressional 
Record  states  that  aged  Amer- 
icans live  on  less  than  half  the 
income    of    those    under    65. 


Peter  Bold,  Director 

Glendive  55  Plus  Fun  Club 

120  West  Power 

Glendive,  Montana    59330 

Elizabeth  Cashen,  Director 

St.  Xavier  Senior  Citizens  Center 

St.  Xavier  Community  Center 

St.  Xavier,  Montana    59075 

Florence  Foundas,  Director 

Jolly  Senior  Citizens  Club 

Episcopalian  Hall 

Corner  of  Palmer  and  11  th  St. 

Miles  City,  Montana    59301 

Clarence  Hunt,  President 

Thirty-nine  Plus  Club — Gold  Thimble 

12  Main 

Roundup,  Montana  59072 

Ted  Halvorson,  President 

Senior  Citizen  Center  of  Teton  Co. 

202  Fourth  Avenue  N.E. 

Choteau,  Montana    59422 

Herbert  Carlson 

Deer  Lodge  County  Senior  Citizens 

210  East  5th 

Anaconda,  Montana    597 1 1 


despite  the  stopgap  15  percent 
social  security  increase  of  De- 
cember, 1959. 

The  Senate  Committee  be- 
lieves that  a  new  group  of 
aged  poor  may  be  in  the  mak- 
ing among  those  now  55  to  59, 
because  one  out  of  every  six 
men  in  that  age  group  may  be 
out  of  work  by  the  time  he 
reaches  his  65th  birthday, 
if  present  trends  continue. 

The  committee  also  stated 
that  so-called  older  workers — 
those  45  years  or  older  are 
hard  hit  by  current  unemploy- 
ment. Since  January,  1969, 
the  number  of  jobless  men  in 
this  age  group  jumped  from 
596,000  to  1,017,000. 

The  report  also  describes 
the  plight  of  elderly  home 
owners  who  find  it  increas- 
ingly difficult  to  pay  property 
taxes,  including  one  woman 
who  paid  more  than  one-half 
of  her  total  income  of  $1,958 
for  taxes  and  a  special  assess- 
ment. Household  costs  take 
about  35  percent  of  the  aver- 
age retired  couple's  budget. 

The  Senate  group  also  criti- 
cized the  forthcoming  increase 
from  $5.30  a  month  to  $5.60  a 
month  in  the  Medicare  Part  B 
Program.  .    , 

They    say    the    average 

please  turn  to  page  three 


Director's  Report 

Continued  from  page  two 

health  bill  in  fiscal  1969  was 
$692  for  a  person  past  age  65, 
six  times  that  for  a  youth  and 
two  and  one-half  times  that 
from  persons  19  to  64.  Medi- 
care pays  less  than  half  the 
total  medical  care  costs  of  the 
elderly. 

The  committee  also  claims 
that  inflationary  pressures  are 
especially  severe  on  elderly 
home  owners  because  of  the 
direct  relationship  between 
the  local  property  tax  and 
high  cost  of  government  ser- 
vice. 

The  committee  recommends 
that  Congress  speedily  enact 
the  Social  Security  amend- 
ments adopted  by  the  Senate, 
modified  to  include  the  House- 
passed  provision  for  financing 
cost  of  living  increases. 


VISTA   Workers 
Doing  Good  Job 

Eleven  specially-trained 
VISTA  volunteers  now  are  at- 
tached to  five  state  agencies 
for  whom  they  are  doing  ex- 
cellent work  in  many  fields. 

The  VISTAS  were  assigned 
to  work  under  the  direction  of 
the  Montana  Council  on  Hu- 
man Resources. 

Jack  Carver,  President  of  the 
council,  said  that  all  of  the 
workers  have  special  skills 
which  have  been  adapted  to 
the  agencies  to  which  they  are 
assigned. 

The  VISTAS  were  assigned 
credentials  and  the  agencies 
to  which  they  are  attached 
follow: 

John  and  Barbara  Wilkin- 
son, San  Jose,  Calif.,  BA  de- 
gree— San  Jose  State  College 
— Montana  Crime  Control 
Commission. 

Dick  and  Roye  Bourke,  New- 


Paga  thr«« 

port,  Connecticut.  Dick  Bourke, 
BA  from  Northwestern  Univer- 
sity— MA  from  Columbia. 
Roye  Bourke,  BA  from  Mus- 
kingurm  College,  New  Con- 
cord, Ohio.  Both  are  employed 
by  the  Department  of  Public 
Health. 

Bryant  and  Robin  Hatch, 
San  Francisco,  Calif.  Bryant 
Hatch,  BA  from  Berkeley.  Both 
employed  at  the  Department 
of  Public  Health. 

Kathleen  Selz,  St.  Paul,  Min- 
nesota. Marymount  College, 
BS,  Tarrytown,  New  York- 
Political  Science  degree.  De- 
partment of  Indian  Affairs. 

David  Katz,  Los  Angeles, 
Colby  College,  Maine  and 
Cornell  BS  University,  Ithaca, 
N.Y.,  Montana  State  Low  In- 
come Organization — Office  of 
Economic  Opportunity. 

Gregory  Cleva,  Brooklyn, 
New  York — St.  John's  Univers- 
ity, BA  degree,  Montana  Com- 
mission on  Aging. 


J.J 

CONSTRUCTION  WORK  is 
progressing  rapidly  on  Big 
Sky  Manor,  KalispeU.  When 
complete  there  will  be  hous- 


ing for  Senior  Citizens  in  28 
efficiency  units — cooking  facil- 
ities, rugs,  drapes  and  utilities 
for  $40.00  a  month  and  32  units 


KalispeU  Daily  Interlake  Photo 

with  bedroom,  living  room  and 
kitchen  for  $70.00  a  month. 
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I  R  INCOME  TAX 
HELP  AT  CENTERS 

Senior  Citizens  can  get  help 
with  filhng  out  their  Internal 
Revenue  forms  at  the  Senior 
Citizen  Centers.  (The  23  cen- 
ters are  listed  on  page  two.) 
Volunteer  Income  Tax  Assist- 
ance (VITA)  is  another  of  the 
vital  free  services  available  at 
the  centers. 

The  centers  are  eguipped 
with  "road  maps"  and  charts 
to  properly  fill  the  forms.  Spe- 
cial booklets  cover  tax  bene- 
fits available  for  older  Amer- 
icans and  matters  concerning 
retirement  income  and  retire- 
ment credit. 

Form  1040  need  not  be  filed 
by  taxpayers  65  or  older  if 
single  and  income  is  less  than 
$2,300;  or  married  and  one 
person  is  65  and  income  is  less 
than  $2,900;  or  if  both  are  over 
65  and  income  is  less  than  $3,- 
500.  Social  Security  payments 
should  not  be  included  when 
figuring  gross  income. 

However,  if  you  have  net 
earnings  from  self  -  employ- 
ment of  $400  or  more,  a  tax  re- 
turn will  have  to  be  filed.  Self- 
employment  tax  is  due  on  net 
earnings  of  $400  or  more  re- 
gardless of  age  even  if  receiv- 
ing Social  Security  benefits. 

The  IRS  will  compute  your 
tax  for  you  if  your  taxable  in- 
come on  line  18  of  Form  1040 
is  $20,000  or  less  and  consists 
of  wages,  dividends,  interest, 
pension  and  annuities  and 
you  choose  the  standard  de- 
duction. 


LEGISLATIVE  TEA  SERVED 
AT  PEN  KAY  EAGLES  MANOR 


Mrs.  Forrest  Anderson,  wife  of 
the  Governor,  turns  to  greet 
another  guest  at  the  Legisla- 
tive Ladies  tea,  Anita  McMa- 
han  stands  by. 


Frances  Morgan  looks  over 
the  shoulder  of  Mrs.  Dave 
Manning,  wife  of  the  Senator 
from  Hysham,  at  the  scrap- 
book.  Mrs.  Cecil  F.  Weeding, 
wife  of  representative  from 
Jordan,  is  on  the  right. 


Elisabeth  Hynes  talks  to  Mrs 
Glen  Drake,  wife  of  the  Hel 
ena  Senator,  standing. 


Carroll  College 
"Cares"  For 
Senior  Citizens 

Townsend  ■ —  CARE — a  stu- 
dent group  from  Carroll  Col- 
lege, repaired  the  Broadwater 
County  Senior  Citizen  Center 
with  the  help  of  VISTA  Volun- 
teers from  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tain Development  Council. 

The  Sunday  workers  insul- 
ated and  sheetrocked  two 
rooms  of  the  VFW  hall  which 
serves  as  the  Senior  Center. 


Mrs.  Tom  Judge,  wife  of  the 
Lieutenant  Governor,  serves 
"Russian  tea"  to  Marion  Barr. 


Bozeman  —  The  Senior  So- 
cial Center  is  seeking  a  vari- 
ance in  the  city  zoning  code 
to  permit  the  construction  of  a 
high-rise  apartment  for  senior 
citizens  in  the  downtown  area. 
The  present  code  reguires  one 
and  one-quarter  parking 
spaces  for  each  apartment. 
The  variance  sought  would  al- 
low one  space  for  two  apart- 
ments. Experience  through- 
out the  nation  has  demonstrat- 
ed that  this  is  enough  space 
for  housing  for  elderly  people. 


REORGANIZATION 

Continued  from  page  one 

I  administratively  created  by 
Governor  Forrest  H.  Anderson. 

At  its  December  meeting  the 
Montana  Commission  on  Ag- 
ing voted  unanimously  to  ap- 
prove the  consolidation.  Un- 
der the  plan  the  Commission 
would  become  an  advisory 
group  to  assist  the  Director  of 
the  Division  on  Aging,  which 
will  be  a  part  of  the  new  set- 
up. Lyle  Downing,  aging  com- 
mission executive  director, 
said  that  the  consolidation  will 
have  important  advantages. 

At  the  present  time  the  Wel- 
fare Department  and  the  Com- 


mission have  a  partnership 
public  information  program. 
The  Welfare  Department  is 
contributing  to  the  cost  of  pub- 
1  i  s  h  i  n  g  the  Commission's 
newspaper.  Senior  Citizen 
News,  which  goes  to  3,000  old 
age  assistance  recipients  and 
thousands  of  other  elderly  per- 
sons. 

Theodore  Carkulis,  state 
welfare  administrator,  pointed 
out  that  many  functions  of 
both  departments,  relative  to 
administration  of  Federal 
grants,  are  almost  identical, 
and  therefore,  administration 
would  be  simplified  under  the 
consolidation  program. 


Page  five 

Ever  since  its  inception,  the 
Commission  on  Aging  has 
been  a  low-budget  agency. 
By  July  1,  1971,  the  State  of 
Montana  will  have  appropri- 
ated only  $55,000  for  adminis- 
tration of  the  22  senior  citizen 
centers  and  other  projects 
funded  by  the  Commission  un- 
der Title  111  of  the  Older  Ameri- 
cans Act.  The  state  does  not 
have  any  money  involved  in 
the  projects. 

Mr.  Carkulis  and  Mr.  Down- 
ing agreed  that  by  combining 
certain  functions  of  both  agen- 
cies, considerable  reduction 
in  administrative  costs  would 
result. 


Great  Falls — Lunchmobiles 
are  catching  on  in  the  Electric 
I  City.  According  to  Bernadine 
Sohl's  feature  in  The  Tribune 
it  is  hard  to  say  who  benefits 
most  from  lunchmobiles  —  the 
ones  with  the  wheels  or  the 
ones  who  get  the  meals. 

The  Red  Cross  in  co-opera- 
tion with  the  Welfare  Depart- 
ment began  Lunchmobiles 
last  October.  The  School 
Lunch  Program  provides  three 
meals  a  week  at  cost  (40  cents 
each).  Volunteers  from  three 
College  of  Great  Falls  service 
organizations  (Spurs,  Circle  K 
and  Gamma  Sigma  Sigma) 
make  the  deliveries. 


r 


The  problem  of  continuing 
the  lunchmobile,  since  there 
ere  no  federal,  state  or  local 
funds  involved,  creates  a  prob- 
lem in  co-ordination  and  will 
I  become  acute  when  the  Great 
Falls  High  School  cafeteria 
closes  for  the  summer. 


Social  Security  Secure 
Until  2046  A.D. 

Security  in  the  amount 
of  $37.8  billion  is  sufficient 
to  stop  rumors  that  the  So- 
cial Security  funds  are  de- 
pleting or  teetering  on  the 
edge  of  bankruptcy. 

In  fact,  Robert  M.  Ball, 
commissioner  of  Social  Se- 
curity, says  that  "esti- 
mates for  both  the  short 
range  and  for  the  next  75 
years  show  that  there  will 
be  enough  money  to  pay 
all  present  and  future 
cash  benefits  on  retire- 
ment." 

Social  Security  income 
topped  the  outgo  in  1970 
by  $5.8  billion.  In  1969  it 
was  $3.8  billion. 

More  than  25  million 
people  are  receiving 
monthly  retirement,  sur- 
vivors and  disability  pay- 
ments. 


'WENDY" 


Mrs.  Winifred  Jurkiewicz 
v/as  a  student  at  the  Haydn 
Ramond  school  in  England 
when  this  photo  was  taken. 
Wendy  became  a  Shake- 
spearian actress  performing 
in  Henry  V  and  Midsummer's 
Night  Dream.  (She  always 
wanted  to  play  the  role  of 
"Bottom.")  Wendy  started 
"tamborine  pushing"  —  enter- 
taining troops  with  the  British 
equivalent  of  the  USO  in  1940. 
The  1942  bombing  of  London 
ended  her  theatrical  career. 
Wendy  is  now  aide  in  the  Hel- 
ena drop-in  Senior  Center  at 
the  Placer  Hotel. 
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Senior  Power'  Has  Upsurge 


Senior  Power  is  rapidly 
making  itself  felt  in  America 
for  the  first  time  since  enact- 
ment of  the  Older  Americans 
Act  of  1965  which  was  desig- 
nated to  improve  the  plight  of 
older  Americans.  The  Wash- 
ington Star  has  issued  a  warn- 
ing: "Duck!  Geriatric  Lib  is 
On  the  March."  It  refers  to  the 
upsurge  of  Senior  Power  as 
"radicalization  of  the  Un-Pepsi 
generation." 

The  Sunday  supplement  of 
the  Star  recently  carried  what 
was  described  as  an  in-depth 
study  of  Senior  Power. 

"Youth  and  age  no  longer 
have  only  discontent  in  com- 
mon," the  article  states.  "To- 
day they  also  share  in  com- 
mon a  growing  militancy  aris- 
ing from  that  discontent.  The 
elderly  do  not  quite  adopt  all 
of  youth's  forms  of  militancy. 
They  are  too  insomniac  for 
sleep-ins  and  too  arthritic  for 
rock-throwing — yet  it  is  clear 
that  the  geriatric  generation, 
rallying  under  its  war  cry  of 
'Senior  Power,'  is  in  rebellion. 

The  Star  cites  the  following 
incidents: 

Last  summer  in  front  of 
Governor  Nelson  Rockefeller's 
New  York  City  office,  1,000 
oldsters,  some  in  wheelchairs 
and  all  wearing  big  "Senior 
Power"  buttons  —  staged  a 
turbulent  street  demonstration 
in  behalf  of  increased  benefits 
for  the  aging,  the  blind  and 
the  disabled.  They  won  the 
increase. 

On  the  opposite  coast,  an- 


other governer,  Ronald  Rea- 
gan of  California,  also  has 
been  the  target  of  the  ire  of 
the  elderly.  A  group  of  seniors 
recently  burst  into  his  office. 
Taking  it  over,  they  staged  a 
defiant  five-hour  sit-in  to  pro- 
test the  level  of  welfare  plans. 
They  won  no  immediate  con- 
cessions, but  they  did  give 
Reagan  something  to  ponder. 

In  Miami  Beach,  senior  citi- 
zens declared  war  against 
grocers  they  charged  with 
consistently  over-pricing  their 
goods.  Hundreds  of  chanting, 
placarded  grandparents 
(many  astutely  playing  both 
ends  against  the  middle  by 
bringing    along    their    grand- 


i 


ing  to  release  the  bill  prompt 

ly. 

However,  the  Star  pointed 
out,  that  it  was  in  Washington 
that  the  elderly  gained  a  sig- 
nal victory  with  nationwide 
implications.  A  major  com- 
plaint of  the  aged  almost  ev- 
erywhere in  the  U.  S.  is  that 
municipal  health  services  are 
woefully  inadequate,  and  last 
May  Washington  seniors  de- 
cided the  time  had  come  to 
challenge  the  medical  estab- 
lishment head-on. 

They  selected  as  their  bat- 
tlefield, D.  C.  General  Hospit- 
al, notorious  for  understaffing 
and  overcrowding.    Under  the 

,  .,  ,       \  1    .  1    ■            .ii      .1  banner  of  the  Senior  Citizens 

children),  laid  siege  with  pick-  ^.       .       tt             r  ,i      t^.  ,  ■     a 

,  ,.            rpi                                1  Clearing  House  of  the  District  A 

et  lines,      ihe  grocers  caved  ,  ^^     ^  .            ,    ,   .       ,   ,     ▼ 

in,    agreeing    to    adjust    their 


pricing  policies. 

In  Boston  oldtimers  took  di- 
rect action  against  a  state  leg- 
islative committee  chairman, 
obstinately  bottling  up  an  old 
age  assistance  bill  in  his  com- 
mittee. Learning  that  the 
chairman  suffered  from  an 
ulcer  that  he  held  in  check 
only  by  going  out  for  soothing 
nourishment  at  noon  each 
day,  two  dozen  geriatric  com- 
mandos formed  a  phalanx  in 
at  his  office  door  just  before 
lunchtime.  Stymied  by  the  un- 
yielding wall-to-wall  elders, 
the  legislator  fumed  while  his 
ulcer  escalated  from  discom- 
fort to  anguish.  In  the  end  he 
capitulated,    solemnly    pledg- 


of  Columbia,  and  joined  by 
other  interested  local  groups, 
they  demanded  to  be  heard 
by  the  Joint  Commission  of 
Accreditation  of  Hospitals  in- 
spection team  scheduled  to 
evaluate  D.  C.  General  for  its 
biennial  re-accreditation. 

It  was  the  first  time  in  51 
years  that  private  citizens  had 
appeared  before  the  inspec- 
tion team.  This  challenge  was 
too  determined,  too  well  or- 
ganized to  ignore.  Shattering 
precedence  the  inspection 
team  agreed  to  hear  the  pa- 
tients' story.  The  senior  citi- 
zens, for  the  first  time,  had  an 
opportunity  to  testify  and  their 
testimony  directly  influenced 
the  decision  to  grant  D.  C 
General  only  one-year  accred- 
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FERRIS  NAMED  FOR 
WHITE  HOUSE  MEET 

Washington,  D.  C  — Dr. 

Frederick  J.  Ferris,  former 
dean  of  the  School  of  Social 
Service  at  Catholic  University 
in  Washington,  D.  C,  has 
been  named  co-ordinator  for 
White  House  Conference  on 
Aging  activities  of  the  Nation- 
al Retired  Teachers  Associa- 
tion and  the  American  Asso- 
ciation of  Retired  Persons. 

Bernard  E.  Nash,  executive 
director  of  NRTA-AARP,  said 
Ferris  will  maintain  liaison 
with  the  White  House  Confer- 
ence on  Aging  staff  and  super- 
vise the  participation  by  NR- 
TA-AARP in  the  Conference, 
scheduled  to  meet  here  in  No- 
>vember,  1971. 

With  more  than  7}-/-i  million 
m.embers,  the  two  associations 
are  helping  develop  plans 
and  participation  by  all  older 
Americans  in  the  conference. 
A  $50,000  grant  was  made  by 
the  associations  earlier  this 
year  to  assist  each  state  in 
conducting  pre-conference 
community  forums. 


Mrs.  Delores  Wordahl  is  the 
publications  secretary  for  the 
Montana  Commission  on  Ag- 
ing. 


Greg  D.  Cleva  was  bom  in 
Brooklyn.  New  York.  Mr.  Cle- 
va attended  St.  John's  Univer- 
sity receiving  a  degree  in  so- 
cial sciences  and  the  New 
School  for  Social  Research.  He 
has  worked  as  a  VISTA  volun- 
teer in  Tennessee  and  is  now 
assigned  to  the  Commission 
on  Aging  as  part  of  the  Mon- 
tana Council  on  Human  Re- 
sources VISTA  Program. 
Seated  is  Lyle  Downing,  ex- 
ecutive director  of  the  Com- 
mission on  Aging. 
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itation    pending    clean-up    of 
deficiencies. 

The  latest  senior  citizen  bat- 
tle, an  all-out  attack  against 
some  nursing  home  operators, 
brutally  victimizing  elderly  pa- 
tients, now  is  shaping  up  in  a 
»  major  confrontation. 
The  Star  states  that  both  the 
American  Association  of  Re- 
tired Persons  and  the  National 


Council  on  Aging  are  con- 
cerned that  1971  is  the  critical 
year  for  senior  citizens.  In  this 
they  are  joined  by  U.  S.  Com- 
missioner on  Aging  John  B. 
Martin.  This  unanimity,  the 
Star  states,  rests  on  the  sched- 
uled White  House  Conference 
on  Aging  due  in  November. 

It  will  be  only  the  second 
such  conference.  The  first  was 
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SWEDEN  IS 
SENIOR  VANGUARD 

New  York — A  special  Ber- 
nard Weinraub  report  to  the 
New  York  Times  described  the 
efforts  of  the  various  European 
countries  to  cope  with  the 
problems  of  elderly  people. 

Britain  and  Sweden  —  All 
medical  costs  are  free. 

France — 75  per  cent  contri- 
bution to  low-cost  rents  and 
half-fare  train  tickets.  Retire- 
ment apartments  have  opened 
in  the  south. 

Quoting  the  New  York 
Times: 

"The  impact  of  two  wars  has 
left  a  disproportionate  number 
of  older  women  in  some  coun- 
tries. In  Britain,  for  example, 
there  are  44  men  for  every  100 
women  aged  80  to  84. 

"There  are  eight  million 
people  over  65  in  West  Ger- 
many, and  a  common  sight  is 
an  elderly  man  without  an 
arm  or  leg. 

"As  in  numerous  other  so- 
cial policies,  Sweden  is  in  the 
vanguard  among  European 
countries  in  measures  to  help 
the  aged  —  962,000  persons 
over  the  penson  age  67,  or 
12  per  cent  of  the  population. 

"The  basic  old-age  pension 
in  Sweden  amounts  to  about 
$1,300  a  year  for  a  single  per- 
son. The  Government  pays 
at  least  part  of  a  pensioner's 
rent  and  has  hired  43,000 
'home  helpers.'  The  purpose 
beink  to  keep  old  people  in 
their  homes  as  long  as  possi- 
ble. The  local  authorities  have 
also  begun  setting  up  social 
services." 


Poge  eight 


Helena  senior  citizens  who  were  on  the  snowmobile  tour  of  Yel- 
lowstone Park  which  left  from  West  Yellowstone,  Montana. 
From  left  to  right.  Frank  Smith,  Forrest  (Frosty)  Sorenson,  Lilly 
Mae  Spry.  Hilda  Tiffany,  and  Ida  Harris.  In  the  background 
are  Dorothy  Sitton  and  John  Carr. 
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called  by  President  Eisenhow- 
er in  1961.  Commissioner  Mar- 
tin was  quoted  as  saying: 

"It  has  been  a  long  time  in 
the  planning  and  the  best 
minds  have  devoted  them- 
selves to  creating  a  sound 
framework  for  developing  a 
real  philosophy  of  aging  and 
a  real  commitment  to  the  ag- 
ing, both  of  which  are  long 
overdue." 

Bernard  Nash,  executive  di- 


dector  of  the  AARP,  according 
to  the  Star,  is  more  cautious. 
"We  already  know  the  needs," 
Nash  declared,  "what  is  want- 
ed now  is  less  talk  and  more 
action." 

'OLD  TIMER'  DEFINED 

VIVA  — The  Virgin  Islands 
Voice  on  Aging  publication 
says  "An  old  timer  is  a  person 
who  remembers  when  charity 
was  a  virtue,  not  an  organiza- 
tion." 
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